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) THE OPERATIONS OF B COMPANY AKD OF .
THE 18T BATTALICN, 116TH INFARTRY
(29TH INFANTRY DIVISION) ON THE
ELLE RIVER ARD AT COUVAINS, NORTH
OF 87, LO, FRANCE, 12~13 JUNE, 1944
(NORMANDY CAMPAIGE) :
(Personal Bxperience of a Company Gommander)

INTRODUCTION
This monograph covers the operations of B Company and of

the 1st Battalion, 1l6th Infantry, 29th U8 Division, at the
erossing of the Mlle River and the eaptﬁre of the village of
Couvalins, North of $t. Lo, 12-13 Junme, 1944, in the battle for
Normandy, Franoce.

Tho specific action referred to was a eritieal local
:developmsnt 1ﬁ the expansion of ¥ Corpa' Omaha Beach, This
beachhead was oné of three major lodgements on the Centinent
of Burope made on 6 June 1944 as the culmination of an
extensive serial eempaign and a eonhin&é alrborne and amphibious
aasault. The assault began the primary ground action of 020rn£16n
Qverlord; that operation which climaxed Allied preparation for
the majér offensive aimed at the swift and oomplete deatruction
of military Gemany,(l)

Operation QIerlord was egneeivud when the Allled governmenis
had given priority in their global struggle to an offensive )
against Germany. (2) It was mora-definiteiy projsotsdrwhen
sufficient materiel and units wers available in the Theater, or
ready for shipment in the Zome of the Interior, to make such am
offensive feasible. (3) England provided an excellent marshalling
area et the end of the shortest line of communications from .
Ameriea's Atlantic ports, a line that could be e83ily switched fn
Northwest France. Additional Ground, Air and Naval faetors combined
to support the deeisian to base Overlord in England and direoct it

at France.($)

{1,2) A~}, par.3, p.l; (3) A=B, p. 56; (4) A-1, pars, 1l6~34.
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General (now General of the Army) Eisenhower arrived in
England in January 1944 to assume supreme oommand of the Allied
Bxpeditionary Forces assembling there, with the directive,

"You will: anter'the csontinent of Europe and, in conjunction
‘with the other Allled Nations, undertake operations aimed at
the heart of Germany and the destruetion of her armed forses."(5)

Currently, Russia's reoccupation of some of her territery
in the tgoa of a diverted Gerﬁan.force was being given much
presiige.(6) The partit} reduetion dr Eitler's Italian redoubt
by Allied forees had mostly secured the Mediterranean passage,
but seemed tg lead to no quick vietery against the coneentric
rings of the German Italian defeﬁ%es.(?) |

Aoross the Ghennel from England there was a powerful German
arny faeing North along the coastline at the end of short interior
lines.(8) The miscaloulation of the Germsn high command in
anticipating Gemeral Risenhower's effort in the Pas de Calais
area (See Map A) had resulted in major songentrations there at
the sxpense of the Western Chennel coast, where few beaches
breeched the roeky sea-cliffs.i(9) Additionally, Hitlert's eonéeption
of the Festung Furepé as an impenetrable fortress had led to the
transfer of vast quantities of excellent fighting men from mébile
gtriking units to ﬁoaitioned coastal garrisons,(1l0)Veon Eunﬂstcdt,-
eonmander in the West, was replaced by Von Kluge whan_tha gensral
fated to becoms the Wehrmacht's Pickett balked at this Hitler~
Romme]l doctrine, insisting instead that available troops should be
grouped in a compact, mobile force capadle of striking any Allied
landing before it could achieve an adequate build-up.(ll) But
Hitler had his way, and suehrunits as were stationed 1n>Horthweat
France were widely daployéd.(la) |

{5) A-2, p.56; (6) A-8, par.6,p.7; {7) A-8, p.50; (8) A~3, pp.ﬁ-?;
(9) A-1,p.8; (10) A~3, pp,5-7; (12) 4-2, p.6.
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Te exploit the error of the German strategic'dispositicn
and fhe immobility of their dactical dispersion, intense and
protracted aerial bombardment was planned to isolate the beach
area and delay the oconcentration of an efficient German counter—
foroe, thus denying the enemy the maximum use of interior routes,
and insuring the Allies time to bwild-up.(13) |

In the immediate vicinity of the projected beachheads the
severest Allied pressure would be necesmsary, not only to gain
depth and strategic points, but to tgke advantage of the enemy
dispersion and prevent a counter-build=-up by requiring the
prompt commitment of such German reinforcemsnts as became available
8o soon as they reached the baitle area.{14y

The stubborn continuetion of the loeal offensive during the
Alljed build-up would, in faoct, burn up a powerful German army
piecemeal. This course of events had been forsseen snd planned
for when General Biaéﬁhnwar'l forees struok across the Channel

at Normandy in June, 1944.(15) (See Map A)

GENERAL SITUATION

When the Allied ground forces debarqued on the Continent
undor'the'command of Fleld Harshal Montgomery there was @
three-fold immediate objeotive: to secure a beachhead, toc secure
& port, and to develop inland to positions favorable to furthsr
assault, (16)

(S8ee Map B) The Ameriocan forces under Lt. Gen. Omar N,
Bradley (now General), commending the First Army, made two
ma jor 1andingq£?;%;§tah Beach, West of the mouth of ths i;ﬁ:imﬁwg
under Maj.Gen, J. Lawton Collins, VII Corps commander, andjat
émaha Beach, East of the mouth of the Vire and olosest to the
British landings North of Beyeux, under Mej,Gen. Leonard T, Gerow
{now Lisutenant General), V Corps commander,(1l7)

213) A-2, pp.60~81l; (14) A=3, par.3,p.10; (15) A-3, pp.l0-11;
l8) A-1, p.24; {17) A-3, pp.l2~13,
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The assault forsces at Omeha wWere organized as Task ¥Yoree O,
under Maj,Gen, Clarence R, Husbner,{l7a) The primary assault
elements were made up mostly of the 1léth and 116th Infantries,
from the lst and 29th Pivisions, respectively, esch of which
reduced 1ts seetor of the beach With such losses amd with such
diffioulty that the looal German commander notified his superiors
et 1300 hrs that the invesion was stopped st the water's edge,(18)
Groups of Ameriean riflemen, however, had already sapped through
the dike, and in the afternoon the German béach defenges collapsed,
or rather, were destroyed,; bitter and isolated little battle# being
fought on the inland bluff befweén the few bré;ohea.ﬁlg}

Though the forward elements had made their way at darknegs
scarcely beyond hand-grenade raenge of the sands, they were in

" the rortﬁnate position of having penetrgted the enemy main line
of resistance aﬁd greping through the shattered coastwall shell
into the abdomen of the Wehrmacht.(20) Hitler's and Rommel's
tacties had exacted a heavy fee, but orack German units, stocked
with superior fighting men, had been destroyed in posi_tioned
derenia.(ali

It is interesting to note that in spite of Rommel's Army

Group'a striot application of the coasi-wall dogma it had been
impossible to mainta;n adequake garrisons at even the few good
assaulit beaches in the inviting Cotentin area, For example, Utah
Beach was comparatively lightly held and weakly defended.(22)

By eontrast, Omabha was aeg impregnable as man and nature could make
1t (without removing the beach altogether), end was additionelly
reinforced with the local striking dévisioa.(23) In spite of $lis,
the foroe landed was sufficient unte the task,

After destroying the fighting effectiveness of the vestiges
of the'garriaon, General Gerow's forces were in & pasitiau to
(17a) A-4, p.5; (18) A=4, p.ll3; (19) Personal Knowledge;

(20) A-4, pp.1O07-111; (21) A~4, p.11O6; (22) A-3, DPP.22-83;
(23) A4, pp.1i-113.



sxploit a penetration to the limit of their resources, whieh
reacurces had besn building up aﬂphe beach in the tragka of the
first riflemen, On the svening of 6 June mosti of two divisionas
was ashore, and V Corps hesdquarters had landed and become
operational on the Far Shore,(24) Troops poured inland aoross
the wreckage of flesh and equipment on Cmaha 1o expleit the
suceess of the landing teams, This exploitation was almed at
linking the three baachhhaﬂa into a consolidated holding, at
destfbying as maquermans as posaihle,-and at obtaining positions
favorable to further develepment.(25) .

The left flank of thé 16th Infentry and the Commandos on'thé
right flank of the British converged through each other's beaten
zones to destroy the laat Germsns between their séetars.(aﬁ)

(See 1, Map B) Fresh regiments lunged inlend through a welter ef =
the fighting fragments of German combat units and a mongrel horde
of éarviee troops. It is stimulating in retrospect to remember the
conduct of the remnanta of the 352d German Divisien, single soldiers
of Which defended stone farmhouses to their last round and last
breath, while hafd&s of conseripted international riffraff were
marching in to surrender, _ |

Maj,Gen. Cherles H, Gerhardt, oommsnding the 29th Infantry
Division, assumed the responsibility for General Gerow's right
flank at 1700 hrs, 7 June, when his headquarters reassumed
command of the battered 116th Infantry.(27) (See 2, Map B) The
115th Infantry, which had landed ae & support element in Task Porce
0, hed already marohed inland beyend the coastal highway, and was
facing Southward along the flooded basin of the Aure River,(28)

(S8ee 3, Map B) The third regiment of the 29th, the 175th Infantry,
had followed through, capturing LaCambe on this main highwey, and
advanocing Weat to capture Isigny between the forks or %he Vire and e
{24) A-5, p.66; (85) A~5, pp.72~74; (26) A-4, p,121; (27,28) A~4,p.127.
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Adure, and to seoure the bhridges across these streams, (29)
(8ee 4 and 5, Map B) Contaot with the glider troops of the
101st lirborne Ditiainn, facing Southeast from Utah beach,
was made by the 29th Reconnaissance Troop patroling beyond
the Vire,(30) (See 6, Map B} and when the positions arcund
Carentan, (See 7, Map B) West of the riven had been developed,
the Allies possessed a consolidated beachhead, enclosing the
lateral coastal highway from a point Weat of Caen to Gemeral
Cellins*® foothold on the way to Cherbourg.(3l)

Though the capture and consolidation of cérantan did not
comeé t1l) days later, General Gerow's right flank was secured
by the wide waters of the Vire, and his left by the link-up
with the British, _

The British forces had landed with the immediate objective
'of Bayeux, (See 8, Mep B) which they had quickly seized,and the
aim of securing Caen and bridgeheads aoross the Grme River, and
developing South and East.(&&) (see‘ﬂ, Map B)

German command saw its main danger in this threat, and
concentrated against it, counter-attacking to contein ths British
West of Caen. (See 10,7Map B) Additionally, they struck tﬁs left
fiank of the rapid British advance to the South,(33) (See 11,
¥ap B)

Gensral Gerow, reinforced by the 24 Inrantry Division, which
he.committed between the lst and 29%h, (See Division Symbols,
Map B} took maximum advantage of the immediate weakness of the
enemy before him to carve out a large salient thrusting into thed
heart of Normandy.(34) He movéd his divisions Southward in a
sudden surge, and a well arganised'rear area, with excellient
routes of communieation, materialized bshind them. V Corps found
itself fighting an orgenized war, with a e¢learly delinested front

(20) 4~4, pp.127-128;(30) A-4, Map No. XIV; (31) A-4, pp,l156~157
(82) A-4, p.5; (33,3’4‘) A-¢, 5.145. ’ > PP ;
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- and a rear processing supplies from an 1mprevis§d port.{35)
_ The forward elements advaneed rapidly, chewing off quickly
digested stretohes of the Seventh Gernan.hrmy's.nxxxI?th Corps
sector.(See successive fromt lines, Map B) On the left the lst
Division had cut the Caen-8%, Lo highway 12 June before &
hastily grouped German force conthinad this asdvahse immediately
South of Caumont on 13 June (See 12, Map B) and pounded the
flanking British advance back (See 11, Map B) into a NEeSW obliqus
line from the 1st Division's left Bast of Caumont %o the stubborn
deadlock Weat of Gaen.(36) The 3q°pnd 20th Divisions shared the
firat easy success of the4§ad Oﬁzf and the 24 swept through the
" Forest of Cerisy into the hedge-locked valley of the Blle,(37)
(S8es 13, Map B) The 175th Infantry, 29th Divisiom, its right
comfortable on the Vire, slipped forward into the alhét of the Blle
and Vire, providing the salient with a sound flank, (See 14, Map B}
This regiment threw patrols amcross the Vire into the rear of the
Germans facing the extreme left of VII Corps (8ee 15, Map B), but
thers was lit{le success and no major action here.(38) The 11&%h
Infantry of the 29th crossed the flooded Aure basin with no
opposition and plunged across the minor hill mass between the Aure
valley and the narroew, shallow treugh of the Elle,(39) (S8ee 16, MapB
The only fighting during thia passage was a'mseting-eﬁgagament with
a withdrawing hostile party dishstr@us for one battalion of the
1i5th. (40} (See 17, Map B)
At this point the lst Biviaion continued the eaay forward
novement to Caumont alone, The 24 and 29th ran into the German-buihw
up moving North from S%. Lo.(4l) This new and aggressive German
front followed the crescent of the Elle River as it curved NHorthwest
from the area Wess of Caumont.(S8ee Mep B) This crescert moated Hill
192, East of 8¢. Lo, and a line of villages North of the city aé it
flowed ascross the 29th fromt into the Vire.

(35)a~4, p.131; (36) A-4, Mep No.X¥; (37) A=4, p.l4l; (38) A=4, p.145;
(39) A-4, p.145; (40) A~4, pp.l44-145; (41) A-4, p.1l53.
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- o LOCAL SITUATION

The Historieal Divilion study Omaha Beachhead atates of v Corps’'
11 and 12 June operations, "The maln effort toward Caumont, involving
.the lst Division and the 9th Infantry of the 24 Division, reached its
objectives with oniy slight difficulty. To the West the 29th
Division and the 38th Infantry of the 2d Division met & type of enemy
Tresistance which spelled the end of the rag}d advances made sinee
7 June, The Germans defended the approaches to Hill 192 with a
vigor proving the importance they atiached to St. Lo, committing in
his area the first considerable reinroreéments.to be used against
V Corps. Although the Elle River was & small, fordabls stresm, ite
erossing 1nvolyéd 2 number of bitterly contested actions."(42)

The atte inment of the Mlle, therefore, marked the coneclusion.
of the easy exploitation that followed the bi'eaching of tHe coastal
fortifications. It also demonstrated the re-orgenization of the
LXXXIVth Corps into an effective fighting foree determined to hold
~ the 8t. Lo sector and keep the Ameriocans thrust back until a major
fores for a counter-attack could be mustered within the air isolation
belt. That this effort was blooked was due to the immediste and
- resalute action of V Corps in converting a receil into a stubborm
otrensife, and inoidentally, to the successful brneching of the
so-called Elle River Line.

This *line™ lasted less than 2¢ hours, but was s¢ clearly
traced by the course of the Blle and marked such a definite change
in the nature of the operations thaf tﬁe DATTOoW 1ittlé ereek in its
hedge-walled groove aspumsd Rhine~like proportions in the minds of
the Ameriean soldiers who spent a bad day and night along its hanks.
And although the Gemmans possibly desired a positioned defeﬁ; here

no more than the Ameriaans desired +to exchange mobility for a siege,
‘45) it is very likely that the enemy's limited resoureces might have

(42) A~4, p.153; (48) A-4, p.130,
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led him to develop the suleasaéa ¢f numerous local counter-attacks
(cﬁlmiuating in exeellent positions on the South bank of the Elle)
into a consolidated line of strongpoinfs simed at holding the
Anerican advanee t111 help arrived, br until the reinforeements
arriving in groups ocould be held and organizlﬁ into a foree capable
of striking a ma jor blow. That the Ameriean assault continued
necessitated the plecemeal commiltment of these reintorcamenta; and
was an important factor in preventing a large-scale counter~offensive
pribr fo the Ameriecan's readiness to meet it.(44) Von Rundstedt,
back in the saddle, struck too late with too 1little at Mortain.(44a]

On 11 end 12 June the left of the Beachhead assumed the shape
it was to hold with little ohangs for over a month,(See Map B) To
sketoh the situation briefly, from their battle Weat of GCaen the
British held en abliqﬁa-line running Southwest to the left of the st
Diviaibn, which had cut the Gaah-st. Lo highway at Caumont. From the
lst Division's right the 9th Infantry, 24 Division, hel& an oblique -
line iunning Northwest toward the bulge of the Elle.{45) taoé 18,MapB)
On the evening of 11 June the 38th Infantry on the 24 Bivision‘é-right
flank;rand the 29th Division settled along the Northern bank of the
Blle, surving to cenform to the creseent of the river.(46) ,

The 38th Infantry fronted Hill 192, The 115th Infantry, on the
29th's.laft, was astride what was to be the main 3%, Lo axis.'anﬂ
~the 175th, holding the Pivision and ﬂerp!'right, had saftled fimly
in the Northern elbow of the Vire and Blle, c¢overing the 2t. Lo-
Isigny road bridge and the Vire-washed flank. (See 20 and 21, Map B)
To its rear elements of the 24 Armored Pivision had been commitied to
hold the Vire bridges and make contact with General €ollins' VII
Corps socroas the estuaiy.(ewj (See 5 &nd 7, Map B)

The minor hill mass between the Aure and Elle, bounded to the ,
Weat by the Vifa and.to the Bas% by the Forest qf Cerigy, slopedrdein;

(44) A-4, p.16l; (44a) A-6, pp.l25-127; (45) A-4, Map No.XV;
(46) A-4, Map No. XIV; (4% A-4, p.156.
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%o relatively flat ground for some distance Horth of rthe Elle,

- Bushy-topped hedgercows and woods (typical of the Norman bogage)
concealed and covered the exoellent approaches to the forward
positions on the North bank, It was all an attacker ecould ask.

Ihe advantage of H1ill 192 was meia than neutralized.by the concealment
if 1%t were properly utllized, The American~held shelf South of
Epernay-Tesson (See Msp B) provided an abrupt, brief foriard slope

in the North bank, naked of anj coneealmanﬁ in the Gouvains road

area, (48) |

The South Dank and the couhtry behind it was just as exoellént
for the defender, Nomandy has been described &s & fortress created
by God for the German soldier, as well as & house-to-house fight
with no recf. The well-organized Germam position faeing the 115th
and ching the b.ridga on the road it¢ Couvains, half way poing
on the road to 8%, Lo, and the position covering the bridge on the
'st. Lo~Isigny mad, in front of the 175%h Infantry, were hedgercw
bastions, There is little terrain, however, be it ever sa favorable
to the enemy,that dows not afford scme compensating advantages. This
is 83 true of the hedgerows as it is any other part of the worl&,
Terrain disedvantages are like the enemy in the rear of General
Porrest's oommand, "If they're in back of ourn, we're in back of
theirn.”* Some of theas compenuatiani were demonstrated in the final
succeasful attack aerqai the Elle,

(Seé Mpp C) A lateral mecadam road, just behind the crest of the
South bank, pen from $t. Jean-de-Savigny, at the Bast boundary of the
29th, to 8%, Clair-sur-1'Elle, beyond the orossing the Germans were
defend ing in_front #f the 175th, Between these two villggesa, &t a
point where the Gouvains road crossed this litile lateral road, was
a third village, a very small one, Le Menil. Masked by the crest and |
concealed by the bushy $ree~tops, it was immediately behind tuc
(48) Perszonal Knowledge.
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the forward slope the Germans had organized to defend the orossing.
There were tto'urossings at St, Jean, one leading from the 29%%th
seotor and one from the Forest of Cerisy 1n the 24 Division's
sector. St. Jean was also organized. The South bank between these
three redoubts was held by amn OPLR, exeosptionally strong beiween
fe Menil and St, Clair, To the rear, at Couvains, the enemy had a
mull-nrmed reserve which could strike along roads to St, Clair,

- LRNiRAl ;, or S5t. Jean.(49) Couvains had 1ts own garrison, the whele
system involving ebout a regiment, reinfofced. Two roads led rear-
ward from Couvaeinas, one to Le Calvaire ( between Hill 192 and 8%,
Lo, on the St,Lo*Bayeux rosd), and one Southwest to join the rosd.
which ran through the 175th Infantry's posiﬁiona, aoross the Elle
past St, Clair and direotly into 8%, Lo.

(See Map B) The Gernan; soross the river from the 24 Divisior
were similarly orgenized, end both division sectors were commanded
by the high ground of Hill 192.(80)

_ This elevation, rising above the rolling hedge-row country,
commanded the approaches to St, Lo. Its vantage was an additional
threat to the lst Division salient. Its capture was a necessary
preliminary to the capture of St. Lo. It finally fell on lllJuly,
exaotly & week before the fall of S%. Lo,(51)

On 12 June ths East Salient formed as already daseribed.-én
the 24 Division's right the 23rd Infantry was ordered to move through
the 38th Infantry, cross the Elle and capture Hili 192.(52) In
the 29th sector the 175th Infantry was to holdrfést, while the
115th orossed the Elle and seized Couvains, (Seg 22, Map B) seouring
(49) The piétnra of the éeinan Couveins defeﬁ%a network is put
$ogether from personal experience, conversations at Couvains with
personnel of the 2d and 3rd Battalions,ll6th, end the 3rd Battalion
115th, and source material referred to, and undisputed by my refer-

enge A~7., The same is true of the attacks of the 115th, also ses
A=4, pp. 1%4-155;' (BO)A=-4,p.154; (51) See 4-6; (52) A-4,p.155.
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the right flank of the 38rd and obtaining the vantage ground of
the little center of macadam lanes and roads for a rurthef‘attank
on St. Lo 1itself.(53) '

The 23rd moved out on schedule, attacking South and West
aoross the river with firsf twd, and later with thres, baftalions.
(See 22, Map B) Barly geins were lost when the ghost of the defend=-
ing 3524 Gemman Bivision was supported with smell, ecompset groups
of German paratroopers who threw the 23rd back to its line above
the Ells by élose-in rira—righting.amoﬁg ihe hedge-rows, and with
expertly adjusted spot eenaéntrations of artillery.(54)

- FAILURE OF THE 115TH,
(Bee Map C) To the West the 115th Infantry fared worse. The

24 Battalion of thia regiment was in reserve, attempting to absorb
unto itself the hundred-odd replacements assigned after the.dis-
astrous meeting engagement referred to earlier. The lst Battalion
was ordered to atteck across the river on the Couvains road, seize
St. Clair and dsvelop to the South. The 3rd Battalion was to;eross
between Le Menil end St. Jean and seize'Cduvéins.(54a)

" The Le Menil strongpoint was on the forward siope commanding
the river. As 1% was viewdd from the North the slope appeared to
be completely overgrown, It was compartmented with the thick earthel
walls of the hedges, from rourlto six feet high, each sprouting &
natural ohevaux-aawrriétl These growths and the apreeding tops of
the trees cellinged the siopc. The slope, exocept for the overgrown
river bank was clear and grassy in hedged~fields. In these fields
isolated shrub growths furnished slose concealment for positions,
such 1solated growths being impossible to discern through the bushy \\\
tops of the trees. The Germans could see through their own conoceal=- ‘
ment perfeotly to observe the American forward slope, The Germans
were dug in behind the loopholed hedgerows witﬁ mortars, machine~
guns, very light howitzers and enti-tank guns.(55)

(53) A~4, p.154; (54) A-4, 155 (saa) A~4, p.154; (55} Personal
Knowledge.
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The _1ittls stone bridge this positioﬁ-eommandad had not bqen
blown, nor mined, nor aia it appear subsequently to be wired. This
indiocates the Germens built up here after a hasiy witkﬁgrawal and
after the Americens alresdy had the bridge eovarea with fire.(56)
| At 0500 on 12 June. the lst Battalion, 115th, moved to the
ettack here, but 1t hardly c¢leared the hadgerow;or its LD before
automatic, mortar and shellfire forced it back and pinned it in 1ts
positions, To the left the 3rd Battalion)moved out at the same time,
coming under heavy artillery fire and failing in the initial attemp$
to eross in spite of the support of four battalions (plus) of
artillery and its mortars. After probing along the river, this
battalion burst across through the outpost line qut of 8%, Jean,
and advaneed into the hedgerows in the direction of Couvalns. 4 '
Gennan oolinmn, the mobile reservea, oame up to meet it, and support-
ed by mortars and SP guns, moved in on the flanks and begen cutting
_ﬁhenbagtaliohuta,pisgaa. Threatened with isoletion and disorganized
the battalion fell apars, In the sarly afternoon K and 1 Geﬁpanics
broke sway from the fight and streamed back North of the river. The
rest of the Batialion filtered back in driblets and oconfused little
groups‘tor the remainder of the day., The suscessful osoape‘or most
of the unit {(even though losses had bsen severs) in such a complete
rout does not indiecate toa strong an anemy'rore# in the counter-
attack, |

AbA w7

4 noon\Biviaiuq, Iishing to ragain the momentum of the attack
reinforoed the la% Battalion with two platoons of the 747%h Tank
Battalion, and another effort te force the little stone bridge was
made, with the support of what apprax;mafeﬁ five battalions eof
artillery.

This attampt was abortive, The tanks moved out first and were

TRATECTORY
stopped by flat~-fizingAguns from concealed positions on the German's
forward slope. 4 tank which was atill burning or the bridge a$
ttilight marked the limit of this advansee and effeotively blooked

(56) A-7,
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the orossing for vehicles. Three tanks had been lost attempt-
ing to foroce this defile and the infantry hardl#'stirred forward
before it was driven back.

In the late afternoon elements of the 3rd Battalioﬁ weTe
collecting themselves North of the river on the left. The lst
Battalion squatted astride the Couvains rocad, the 747th Tanks
wisely considered any further effort to force a fire-covered
bridge with armor to be uscless, and the 24 Battaiion rested in

reserve.

THE COMMITMENT OF THE 116TH INFANTRY,

Omaha Bgachhead devotez two double-c¢olumned pages %o un-
suecessful efforts %o lodge & forees South of the Elle end to the
orystalization of the German one-day "Elle River Line". IV devoiss
two sentences to the suceessful erfart,.aalerted-at 1830 the
1l8th Infentry took over the attack in the evening., At 2200 1%
had two battalions across the Bile, and the 3rd Battalion of the
115th {;u' attaoheé to the 116tk) had reorossed the river."(57)
In a stady of such scope fhat ia very likely sll the space the
operation merited, .

The iueeeunful incision of this Germen position with abbut
thirty men, the fellow-up with a complete regimant {reinforeed),
and the subsequent dissolutlion of the German dafenﬂpa Horth of
8t%t. Lo to a depth of several miles was accomplished with such
ease that fighting Qualities were not severely taxed. (58} It
is also true that a rngimgntal conmander, exersising rigid ceon~
trol of his subordinste nnits,.made a break-through #nd accomp=
1ished & minor exploitation that cut the distance to St. Lo im
halfl between supper and 1uﬁoh, It was to take more than a month
to oross the intervening three miles and enter tha oity.(59)

(57) A=-4, p.155; (58) Personsl Opiniomn; (59) A=6, p.1l5.
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Additionally, this brief operstion was oonducted in the face of
the reinforeed, reorgnﬁized &g;:xlfth Corps fighting with the _
superb soldiers who were to turn every hedgerow South of Couvains
and the slopes of Hill 1962 into a bloody shambles.(60)

It was neither diffieult nor costly. In the operation B
Company, 1l6th, lost one men killed, two men wounded and one offiser
wounded,(61) ‘

The operation aqnirﬁs & certaln signifioance, however, when
one oonsiders the previous unsuccessful effort, the faet that the
Germsns reported the fighting as "bitter*, the signal local defeat
of the freghly eammittid German reserves, the tactlical gain of se
quickly securing the ground and the road network from which the fimal
slow drive on St, Lo was developed, the flanking threat to the Ger- :
mans faoing the 3d Division, and the denisl of even ons night of
‘grace for the hekd-pressed enemy. |

To glance at the Normsn history of the 1léth, 1t had elsared
the right half of Omaha Beach on a itwo-battalion fromt, fho 1st
and 24 Battalions, the landing teams, suffering heavily. The lst:
lost four ecompany commanders killed amd one woﬁnﬂaa, and halr.the
battalion staff killaé. Three company exesutive officers were
casualties. A Company, the evening of D Day, comsisted of one seo-
ond liqaténant and seven wenj B Company of one_saeoné‘lientonant
and less than forty men (subsequently reinforeed with one second
lieutenant from the rear part; and onse ssaohd lioﬁtengnt from
battalion headquarters)}; ¢ Company, whioch had battered over the
beaok, up the hlttf apd into Vierville-sur~Mer with fewest losses,
had two lieutenants and about seventy percent of its menj D Compamy
oonsisted of a mortar section, a maohine gun seotion and two seoond 1
lisutenants.(62)

While the other two regiments of the 29tk exploited the dreak=-
through of the beach-lims with the e¢onsplouous and easy cgptnras of
La Cambe and Isigny with their imvulnersble thousands, the 116th was

(60) Personal Knowledge; (61) Personal Knowledge; (62) Ome A Gompany .
team, rescued from a sinking oraft, came in a week late,.~A~7, i
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. @ssigned the dull, messy job of cleaning out the conorete
hedgehogs and organized perimeters along the ocoast and the
East bank of the Vire astuary. Em¢ept for the marauding rem-
nents of the 352d cut off in this srea, to whom the tiny 1st
Battalion seemed an irresistidle magnet, these sirongpoints
contained ihe only Germans North of the Aure who were standing
their ground.(63) |

Working with the 2@ amd 5th Rangers; the 116th relieved
the Ranger detachment which had landed at Point du Hoe (this
relief nearly ﬁevcleped into & traglc fiasco), reduced Grand-
camps les Bains on the coast, and hedgehogs commanding the
mouth of the Vire North of Isigny, in the area of Maisy and
Gorosse.rontanay. Puring this time B Company was allogted a
fow fear,party men, and A Company was patoched into a raoognizable
unit with a few headquarters porsonnel,‘anti-tank gunners 'hoge
guns had been blown up on the beach, rear party personnel and
a few men from C Gompany;(ei) ‘

On 11 June the regiment moved acress the Aure in Division
ressrve and bivauaced‘in the hills, On 1l2th June, eanteens
splashing with cider, the 116th merched down out of the hills

- and assembled during the late afternoon in an area around
Bpernay Tesson, near a lateral highway North of the Elle and
ad jacent to the North-South axis of the Couvains road, (65)

At 1630 Col. Charles D, Canhem (now Brigadier General},
regimental commander, was given his warning order to prepare
t0 take over the attack, with slightly less than six hours of
the long épring daylight left, Shortly after 1700 ﬁis battalion
sommanders were passing on his briefing on the situation. Infor-
‘mation received from Division still referred vaguely to a |
battalion of the 115th holding a hedgerowﬁ;lamé\SOuth of the river}
(83) A=4, D.130; (64} 65) Personal Knowledge.
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This 1nformatioﬁ was corrested prior to the attﬁek. Intelligence
was that the 115th was holding the North bank of the Elle, and
the Germans, well organizéd, were entrenched on the South bank,
The llefhruould move out in column of bﬁttalians South from
Epernay Tesson on the Couvains road, 24, lst and 3rd. The regi-
ment would break through the river pos;tions_and attack on a
two battalion front, the 24 to seize St. Clair and the 1st to
seize Couvains,.(68) (Bee Mep B)

Lt. Col, Metoalfe, commanding the lst Battalion, directed
his command to move out in a colunh of companies, C, B, 4 and
D; The aid stetion and ammunition supply point would move in
vehieles at the rear of the battalion eolumn till the regimental
oolumn was formed at the church in Epernay Tesson. Thereafter '
they would be in train at the rear of the regimental eclumn,
Redio silence. Initially Lt. Col. Metocalfe would be with C Com~
pany.(87) |

B Company alsemhlea in readiness. It consisted of two platoons,
each commanded by sn officer; a wsaponé section commsnded by a |
_sergeant; and & command group consisting of a first sergeant, a
communieation sergeant, a radio operator, & messenger and the
’company commander, who was a second lleutenant, The lst plataoh
‘consisted of fuo squads, of seven and six men, and the platoon
leadsr, Lt. Taylor, who was also éomﬁany executive; the 24 platoon
eonsisted of two squads of five and six men, and the platoon B
leader, Lt, Varadian. Each platoon had one BAR and several grenade
~ launchers. The weapons seetion consisted of & sestioﬁ leader, 3gt.
*Toad™ Smith, a mortar gunner and assistant, a.racketaer, and & °
machine gunner and assistant, Equipment was one bazooka with two
rounds {one men loﬁé), a mortar tube, base plate and six rounds
(two man load)}, a light machine~gun and two boxes of ammunitianl
(two man load}. This left the section leader free to maintain a

(68) A-7. (67) Perasonal Knowledge.
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company straggler line, Each rifleman sarried twe to three
bandoliers of smmunition and several grenades, and each had
one ¢an of C rations, a canteen off cider, and eitra first aid
paockets and sulphur pills, Many carried & tirle arenade each
for the launchers.

The attack SOP was lst Platoon right, 24 lert, with the lst%
Sergeant maintalning the weapons section in the rear until 1t
was sent for or until the sergeant considered someons needed
unpinning., The "300" radio (the only radio in the ecompany) was
too valuable to risk forward, and stayed with the lsi Sergeant,

Ths company commander, with his messenger, operated between
and slightly to the rear of the two platoons, in vooal contact
with the interior flanks. Loss of this contaet in the hedgerows
was costly and time-killing, but so diffioult to maintein un-
bdroken that a good messenger was vital. The eompany messsnger
was resourceful, intelligent and illiterate. It was the respon-
sibility of the 1lst Sergeant to keep the company commander in
view. When the communisation sergeant was not oceupied on & re-
supply mission or in éxtonﬂing the lst Sergeant's obgervation |
Torward, hs a#sisted the weapons sergeant as company guide.

This formation was ocompaoct for the purposesz of control in
the close hedgerow country, for the lmmediate availability of
slther platoon for the reiief of the other from sutomatic fire,
and so that the weapons could be breuéht to bear without en-
dangering a lost'formation; In big fislds the platoons worked
inside opposing vertiecal hedgerows, with the weapons ocovering
the forward lateral hedgerow. In small flelds the platoons
wérked the outer hedgerows of adjolning fields while the weapons
waited where the intervening hedgerow joined.the rear lateral
barrier. Experience had demonstrated penny gun fights on the

flanks should be avoided and the "bull through" technique used
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until the primary objective wes beyond the last stretch of
open ground, This was to be assaulted- after artillery, 1f
available. Local supporting wespons were to be employed only
in emergency, as they seldom found the invisible, earth-pro-
teoted, quick-moving enemy, and did draw quick shell and mor-~
tar fire, Area artilléry was the rifleman's beat friend.
| This formation was also well adapted %o pulling out of a
tight spot and looking for the soft flank, The hedgerows, like
any terrain deterrent, had compensatiocns to balﬁnoe their dis~-
advantages for the attacker. This formation was intended to
take advantage of these compensations, to work the "bull through®
(that eautious ignoring, of the diverting light fire on the
flenks so prevalent in close country), to pull out of the trap,
to sense the mnin'foree of the enemy and close with him before
he could pull out ovér the next hedgerow and leave 1t all to
be done over again. |

Obviously this is a standard formation, and it is pecessary
only to emphasise the sclose visual and vocal contaet maintalined,
as would be natursl in any close éountry. But it is interesting
to note that in its first operation after i1t was brought up to
strength the eompany operated on the wide open, plastoon missi&n
pfineiple and was dec¢imated and pinned down; the next day, back
to its two small platoons and weapons section formation, it
attacked and destroyed a company of Cerman paratroepersﬁ -

Also this formation is desoribed because the chemywas T
thrown into a frontal attack on an organized positior with no
time }or & company commander's order, and the eompany's ability |
to asgume the formetion amidst the greatest oconfusion waas an
essential element in the successful erossing of the Elle,
It is not presented as a noveliy. B

At approximately 1800 the battalion was ordered to move out,{68)
(68) A-7 |
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and take 1its piaee in the approach mareh, which it joined on
the lateral highway through Epernay Tesson, and turned South-
ward down the Couvains road toward the sustained noise of aulo-
matioc and shell}fire. (See Map B) |

Near the church in Epernay Tesson, B Company, and the lst
Battalion tb the best of my knowledge, had its first SI;tffhe
soldier concerned was a squad-lesder acting-sergeant. This man
had a steady unimaginativé nature, had demonstratgd saperior
qualities, and had performed several individual missions re-
quiring self ralianee_énd courage. The company commander, as
soon as the man was helped off to the aid station, began econ-
.ducting'&nainvestigntion, more pour encourager les autrgzytham.withr
any intention to fix guilt. The soldiers, in their eagerness to
establish the ineident as an angiﬂant, worked themselves into
an emotional state of self righteousness and devoiion to duty
with enthusiastic protestations and platitudes, which might
support the Catholic tenet of the oft repeated prayer. This
did much to dispel the feelimg of resentment at béaing hauled
out to Joln an attack on a position thai had repelled power-
ful rérmations when the men knew they belonged to the most shot-
up battalion in the bDivision. However, in the opinion of the
company ccmmander, this was outweighed by the loss of a valusble
man, But sinese about a third of the men ha&ualight wounds, the
incident and the subsequent protestations may have served to
stop a sudden rush on the aid statioﬁ. ,

The roéd South was straight and of secondary blaok metal.
Concealment was exeellent, with hushy-tdpped_waods on'either
side, and an almost indistinguishable rise, culminating in the
crest of the Northern bank, preventing observation along most
of the road.,

The regimentel column worked slowly along the road in to the

*SEPF ]N:;\f g»r \||'l,-;'J f\‘}':-/{ . T
# f‘ "F;_H— ﬂ?ﬁ bdam’:/tj‘«w!ﬂﬂf ﬂf ‘/f """ ‘-2



widely dispersed heaten zonés of numerous automatic weaponé,
and into an area of sporadic and poorly placed mortar eoncenti-
rations end shellfire,
At this time the regimental commander was forward in an QP
bd}'rgg;nandingmfh% river. He had sscured an additional artillery

allotment, which thougi 1% did not increase mueh the previous

support assigned to cover the crosaing, did give him what approxi-

mated six battalions of artillery, Under the cd"rﬁination of

div-arty headquarters, this fire was being carefully massed and

registered., The regimental commander had determined on é surprise

concentration followed 1mmediate1y by a small gﬁsault foree to

seeure lodgement on the S8outhern benk and follow the consentration

up the hill.(69) I say "concentration™ rather then rolling berrasge,
s

for the artiilery fire, when it came, did not rell up the hill.

Rathe;,it came down repeatedly 1n one place, g¢ame down again

sliéhtly'rurther up the hill, and so moved over ithe Southern crast.

During the firing there were brief, but clearly defined breaks,

The 2d Battalion, lleth, was deployed left and right of the
road, and F Company was in positions commending the bridge and
engaging the heavy automatic fire from the South bank.(70) The
1st Battalion_comyaniés'knéw nothing of this at the time, and
reslized only that they were following the 24 in readiness to
support and develop an attack.

As the 24 Battalion deployed, the:lst moved forward into an

area well coversd with 4@ plunging fire, and where mortars main-

tained a fairly steady coverage. B Company moved off the read
into the hedged orchards, maintaining contaot with C and A Com~
panies on the road,

The word was passed along the column to hold up, and the
companies found cover in the hedges left of the.roaé and walted,
B Company in a field just North of a minor blaek*topped.road
(69) A=73 (70) A=%-
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' perpandieular t0 the Couvains road, |

Heanwhile C Company moved forward out of immediate contaot,
4% about 2000 hrs a battalion messenger brought word to eloéa
up with C Company, and Bake;r;@ved out asross the little Eaat~
West road. The men entered a series or'opan fields well covered
with plunging fire and besten with mortar and shell bursts,
They erossed this'araa at the double with no sasualiies, and
sollided with the Tear of ¢ Company where a tiny trail led into
a narrow, shallow drav-talleé in with high hedgerows, One well-
ylaoed'mértar round would have done massacre in the draw, but
‘no ore was disposed to remain im the open area to the rear.
B Company crowded into the draw, whers C cempeny hed already
congested, and pushed their way through & gap into a field on
the left. Here the men assembled, seeking cover from flat fire
by orouching behind hedgerows, The enemy “interdistory” belt
was to the rear,

‘The:e was a great deal of euriosity’among the n@n a8 to
whnt?ien§§with the situation. They sould saé, in the rield
inmediately to their fromt, riflemen firing over the forward
hedgeréws. No one knew the draw went past one more field amd

debouched abruptly onto the naked slope of the Noxrthern bank,

JHE LE MENIL ASSAULT {(See Map C)

The company messenger was sent to rspoft the position to

the battelion cemmander, but the messenger returned and said
Lt. Col. Metealfe was up in front of ¢ Compaeny telking to Col,
Canhem. B.Company camuinder left the field and found ¢ Compeny
Commander in the draw end asked him if he knew what was going
to happen, and if the 24 Battalion was still going to conduct
the attaek. C Company Commander saild L%, Col. Metsalfe was for~
ward at the mouth of the draw, and had passed back no orders

as yet.

;*(13 [ il WF 24




B Company Commander went forward to find the battalion
commander and report the losation of B Gompany, end found
L%, Col, Mbtcalreiiith the régimsntal commender, whose arm
was st1ll in a sling from a D Day'neund, at the mouth of the
draw and looking across the river toward the wooded slope

;i%’hpting steadiiy with white tracer, Thgre was heavy Amgriean
small arms fire along the hedges left and right.

B Gompanf Commander, being joined %y his messenger, moved
forward to L%, Col., Metcalfe, who said, "Wait here & minute.®

Col, Canham, with Mej. Thomasz D, Howie, his S-3,(71) was
studying the Germen positions intently, gnd-at this moment the
whole Southern edge of the river blew up in a solid sheet of
flame, I% enﬁiruly blotted out any lndieation of hostile fire.
The awaited ooncentration had landed exsctly on thé wakters idge
from a point West of thé bridge, plainly visible from: the mouth
of the draw, to a point a ¢ouple of hundred yards to the East.
This fire was beautifully laid. There seemed a minimum of dis-
persion. o

The fire eame down again, and Col. Canham csllsd out$,"Tell
them to move out or they are going teo loze that fire." _

There was some shouting and movement in the fields adjoin-
ing the draw, but no one advanced down the'slope. The men in
these positions had bDeen engaging an extremely active eneny,
and had been in touch with the 11l5th riflemen who had attempted
to move against the massed automatic fire of the enemy twiece
‘previously., There was a peried of shuffling natural in men who
wanted to see if the fire was actuslly silenosd,

Col, Canham turned to Li.Col., Metcalfe and asked him if he
had a eompany handy. The Battalion commander ealled B Company
Commander, who had begun to moia baek into the draw with his
messenger.

{71) A~7. Major Howie's funeral in St. Lo won him feme as the
"Major of St. Lo."™ .
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Col. Canhem stated, "They can have those Krauts now, but
if they wait they'ré going to get killed.™ He then asked B
Company Commander where his eompany was, and B Company was
pointed out., The eolonel said, "Get them across the river and
follow that fire up the hill, Your battalion will follow you up."”

The company messenger was immediately sent back into the
draw, and Lt. Col. Metealfe pointed to.a spot directly opposite.

"Go straight asross and up. There is a village at the top.
T will ses you there. Use your radio on the cbjeotive." This
village was Le Menil. Lt. Col, Metcalfe recommended the ocompany -
ford the river,

Sinoe the men had retained the D Day horror of floundering
in water, the esmpany ocommander asked permission to oross the
bridge, and was warned not 1o let anyone %akse shelter behind
* the burning tank. Lt, Col, Metcalfe added the information that
there were no Americams left South of the river, |

€Col. Canham ordered B Company Gamhander to bring the compeany
on forward. The heavy wall of fire had moved slightly from the
water's edge, buy was atill bursting at the foot of the slope,
‘The company commander rpnnd'tha men preparing to move into the
draw, where much of A Company had packed in with C Company,
¢reating a denser comgestion. B Compasny Commander returned to
the mouth of the draw, where several.men who had pushed ahéaﬂ
joined him, The others were shouldering through and the attempt
to maint#in a formatlion was vempletely defeated. |

Col, Canham again stated, "Get down that hill while the fire
is still oh them or you will all gét.killed. Get ﬁnving with
what you have got and the rest will follow you.”

A8 the company commander moved off down the hill he saw
Col. Canham pat & rifleman on the back snd send him off down

the narrow 1ttle path toward the bridge.
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B gompany'nen thus burst out of the draw onto a naked for-
ward slppe with no idea where they were, and found themselves
overlooking the river between the regimental commander and the
enem¥. They saw the friesndly artillery opposite and their first
impulse was to‘getrbehind 1ts cover. The presence of the regi-
mental commander preeluded any idea of going back into the draw.

The oompany descended the slope in an oblique line of run-
ning men, crossed the bridge past the burning tank and burst into
the undergrowth to the left of the roﬁd{ with no formation and
in the greatest confusion., Visibility and even movement were re-
dueed to a minimum, and now the S0P paid off, With mo immediate
directione and no previons orders the men began to shout to each
other and get themselves sorted out. There was tha greatest
anxiety emong them that the fire would move up the hill before
they.eould get behind it and gein the maximum advantage Qf the
sledgahammer blows on the Germans dug in sbove them, ‘

During the course of fhe shoutiﬁg and aorting out, the men
began to work themselves into a state of high excitement. There
were a few.rifle:shots,.Several stunnéd, miserable enspy.in.%he
bottom of their holes had been killed., While the eompany ocommander
was locking for ithe eoenter of the nebulous formation, seldom being
able to see more than one man at a time, the formation began to
take shaps and move forward, with the men still shouting to eash
other in the undergfawth. There was no firing except fur'two or
three shots as the ﬁsﬁ flushed Qhell-torn targets in the under~-
brush, |

The company moved 1nto.tha first open field in a feirly
adequate line during a brief pause in the artillery. Most of the
men had fixed their bayonets. Thef ran across the field and waited
for the men coming out of the undergrowfh $0 join them. This was
extremely fortumate, as six battaiions of guns'aplit the figid in
front of them wide open. Tacties thereafter were obvicus and no

one needed direction. When the fire lifted from a field the men
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climbed over the rear hedgerow and crossed &t & run. Then they
waited for the fire to lift from the_next field. The hedgerows,
treasured by the defenders, iere effording a.great opportunity
to the attackers to wring the last shred of advantage‘rrom the
overpowering artillery. In open ground they could not'have, as
they later elaimhd, "1i¢ their eigarettes from their~own fire®,
The feeling of safety grew and the men began c¢alling out &8 they
‘ran across the fields. During'aach erosslng they searched out
the positions in the isoclated sorub patehes and along the hedge-
rows t0 bayonet and shoot the men inside. Thers werse no wild '
bursts of firing, and the only wasted rounds wére those pumped
into the bodies of men already dead.

The Germen positions were scattersd up the face of the slops,
but fairly numerous and sited to be mutually protective. In one
patoh of growth the company commander saw two mortars and one light
howitzer dug in., Two machine-gun positions covered these weapons.
Riflemen were pausing briefly to pump a couple of rounds into'éaeh _3
hole, end a rifle grenade silenced the one machine-gun that showed |
a :lurry of aotivity. The company commander was convinced that two~
thirde of the Germens "killed" on the slope were already dead. No
prigoners were téken, due partially'to the high state of excitement
~of the Americans, but primarily dus to the lack of time for the
stunned Germang to take either positive or negative aetién after
the fire lifted before the Amerieans wers on them,

The men werse cheering ggnerally a8 they leapt over the hedge~
rows and the compahy eoﬁmander realized from the galls that he
had several F Company men lpn the asaauit. These, seeing men running
down thﬁ glope toward the river and knoving ¥ Gompany'was_suppasdd
to assaut, had joined the advancs.

Following the red wall of artillery, the men pushed their
attack with the greatest spirit; exocltement growing. They were en- .

gaged in an operation a squad of Waes e¢ould have conducted suecess~

28




fully (the shqll-rire'had covered théﬁ.aarosa the stream and
néw all that was necessary was to stay close behind it), but
the "assault idea", with whioh they had besn so intenssely in-
doetrinated for the Omahe operation, completsly took possession
of them and they howled up the slope,

The slope, which had been slightly oconcave, became convex
toward the top, and the undergrowth beosme dense agein. Like-
'wise the German pesitions thinned out and disappeared. While
the company was making its way through this last belt of under-
growth the artillery suddenly lifted over the crest of the ridge.
In the ensuing hustle forward the 2d Platoon drifted too far to
~ the left, and the lst Pletoon burst inte the kitochen gardens on
the orest and reached the hedgerows on the edge of the houses
of Le Menil. The artillery fire seemsd to have lifted altogether,

The lanes bstween the amell group,of houses were ilnstan-

- taneouszly filled.with sourrying Germans who disappeared as the
first rifle shots sounded. It 1s easy 1o overestimate the number
in sueh a situation, and there could not have been more then a
halfrdozen., These B Compsay Commender presumed to be the small
headquerters group for the enmny positions. The hostile rifle

" fire which came from the houses was extremely light and ceased
with ths disehafge by the Americans of several rifle grenades.
The company messenger wa# sent for the 2& Platoon, and the Ist
Platoon ﬁoved into the village, heaving hand-grenades into the
windows., This ﬁas a safety preeaution, as no one belleved thaore
wore any Germane left hers, but Rmo one wished {0 waste time
checking, There was & frantio urge to get through the village
before enemy artillery sonceéntratsed:on: 1%, and to form up along
“the hedgerows beyond the town against the expected .counter—.
attaock. |

It was approximately 2100 when B Company reached Le Menil
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and'after the shadowy dusk of the slope, along the orest of

the hill had seemed bright. A sudden oversast must have con-
tributed to the shortness of the twilight, for it was desp

dusk when the 1at Platoon reached the St. Jean-St, Clair road
where it crossed the couva;ns road immbdiatalylhayand the village.

Short range small arms fire began to build up from the hedge-
rows across the road intersection. The lst Platoon returned thié
fire. The enenmy fire bduilt up with the quick burpings of wmaochine~
pistols while a few stiragglers and‘the'ad Platoon filtered 1ntq
the village and joined the line along the Northern Hedgerow,
There was a sort of 1sland, hedged in, at the interseetion; thus
the Americans and Germans were seperated by four hedgerows and
two narrov macadem lanes. The area of'the,yillage,@as the most
likely target for ememy artillery, was g;ggégg, and ih a momehnt,
the meagenger reported that the lst Sergeant had moved forward
anéd set up at the Northern edge of the village,

The hedgerows at the cross—roads, as the hedges were to be
along the Couvains road for more than a mile to the South, wers
thick, grass—-covered earth walls with no bushy growth. Thus rifle
grenades were either sdlling over the Germans’ heads tovsxploﬂé
harmlessly behind them, or splettering against the face of the
thick earthen walls.,

The snemy fire may have come from a small covering party,

' "been the last gesture of the "hesdquarters group", or the begin=

nings of a eounter-attask, but one of those fortunate accidents
ogourred whioh oan make a limlited success complete, It also made
unnecessary the effort to zero in on an enemy beyond & 20-yard
ho-man'a land with six rounds of 60mm, mortar, or a last assault,
The Ameriean artillery, whieh had appeared to be lifted al-
together, came down with the full venom of its more than seventy

‘guns preecisely behind the enemy firing line. That did i%. The
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explosion knooked several Amsricans down, but miraculoualy
no one uaa-wounded. The fire-fight was abruptly terminated.

B Company Commander was preparing to move into position teo
cover the cross roads, and had sent for the 1st Sergeant and the
redio when an American soldlier burst out of thé village, and be-
gnardering the men to move out toward St. Clair. He stated he
had orders from Lt, Col. Bingham (commanding the 24 Battalion,
116th). He identiried himnélr as Sgt. Morgan, and was extremely
exeitéd and hypnotized by hies own devotion to duty. It was with
diffieulty'that he was persuaded that most of fhe men Ieré from
the lst Battalion. He gathered the three or four F C(ompany men
togefher and set out through the dusk down the road to S%. Clair.
No one ever found out what happened to them.(78)

In the gathering darkness B Company moved into an orohard
in the Southeast eslbow of the creoss-roads. Ths 1st Sergeant,
after checking for easualties,Areported two, one believed dead
and one believed wounded. He reported more hand and rifle-
grenades were ﬁeedea,'bnt that every one had plenty of rifle
ammunition. '

Lts. Taylor and Varadian fanned out in a 90 degree are in
the orchard, eabh eovering a road with a BAR, Sgt. "Toed™ Smith
sited his machine-gun on ithe intertor platoon flanks, covering
the hedgerows beyond the'orehﬁrd, and his mortar in the corner
of the hedgereows at the cross-roads. The rooketeer remained here
on gensral ocell, and the CP was set up under ap apple tree. The
communieation sergesnt and fadio operator finally Eroke into the
net with emergenoy ealls, and B.Company Commender reﬁartad to
Lt. Col. Metealfe that he was on the objestive. Lt. Col. Metcalfe
aokncwlédged the message and signed off. As the feeling of iscle-
tion grew in the orghard B Company Commender tried to reach the
battalion commander again, but the communieations sargaaht reportéd
L%, Col. Metoalfe was not #t his redio.

(72) A~7; also.24 Baﬁtalian,errieers questioned over s peried of
years, | 31



_.HIGHT EXPLOITATION (See Map C)

| Some time later (1t must have been within the half hour;

but seemed more) F Company, in column of deuces with nu-poiﬁt,
marched up the road from the bridge, and forced B Company
Commander to come in with his hands dp wheh he called to them
from the oross-roads., This company agreed to outpost the far
edge of the enormous orchard, and cover the 8t., Jean read, which
left B Company free to straddle the Couvains road. The lst
Plﬁtoon, on the right, was rireé on by a ocouple of rifliemen and
a machine-piatol, but this was wild fire in the darkness.

In less than an hour ¥ Company received word %o move out
and join the 24 Battaliocn at the road %island®, scene of the last
firefight, on the road to St, Clair,(75) and once again B Company
was left alonse at the crossroads. There was a liitle sporadie
German fire from the right front, but the Americans did not reply. .
To have done so would have been to waste ammunition end zers
themselves in,

B Company Commander oslled Battalion'again and expresaed an
urgent desire for company, Lt. Col, Metealfe finally eame to
the radic with the information that he was being briefed by Col.
Canham and would be aeross the river shortly. He stated hé would
bring more grenades.

Exeept for the fesling of military loneliness, merhle was
high in B Company. The men ieca proud of their ceonduct under
the eyez of the regimental commander, and Enﬁw thay had cartidd
a position on the apur of the moment that had earlier blocked
over & thousand men with ten tanks ahd nearly as much artillerr
as they had. They realized the artillery was not "spur of the
moment®”, but were vain of their olose use of it. When B Compsany
Commander talked with men of the ecompany in hospital later it
(73) A-7. '
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was of this day they spoke rather than the Omahe assault.

At about 2230 or 2300 (74) Lt. Col. Metoalfe arrived with
the rest of the battalion, and i1t assembled in the orchard,
outposting for security. Manually ocarried gmsnadea were broken
down to Lia, Varadian and Taylor, and confirmation of one desd
and one wounded, both atiended by battalion medies, was received,
as well as the news that no vehicles could cross the bridge until
it was "de-tanked”.

Lt. Col. Metoaslfe briefed his company commanders in @& house
in Le Menil, The 24 Battelion would attack St. Clair, and the
lgt Couvains,.(75) The 3rd Batfalion would: oecupy Le Menil and
cover the rear and left, The lst Battalion would move out in
column of companies down the Couvains road, C,'P; 4 and D. C
would scout either side of the road from the point. The ald
station and ammunition supply point wers in véhieles.north of
-the river, but would join ihe advanoe when the bridge was cleardd.
Radio silence. The battalion eommander would be with A Company.
Axis, the Couvsins road,

The battalion moved out abouf midnight, As had besn stated,
the hedgoerows in this immediate ares were clear of growth, and
the fields on either side of the road were oﬁen. The sky had
eleared, but there was no moon. In the distanee there was a
flak-luftwaffe fight over Omahe and a burning plane went down
several_milés away. Locally the only sound was the shuffle of
éiber on macadam. No one spoke, smoked or ratileﬂ equipment.

No one wanted to. The battalion moved easily and rapidly for
approximstely two miles until it mofad into an area where once
agaln the crests of the hedgerows were thick with bushy growths
and the fields were full of orchards, scrubby gcopses and clumps
of trees appearing very dense in the darkness. C Company began

(7&) A-7; (75) A-7, "The 2d Battalion oaptured half of St. Clair
at 0030.,"
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to feel the strain of working in the tension of ihe unknown
and its perscnmnel became jumpy. The progress glowed and thes
interval between B and C Companies lessened, |

The battalion had barely proﬁed into this grown-up area
when there was a frantic burst of white tracer on the righs,

8 wild moment of firing and the sound of seuffling in the dark
fields, Then thare was firing on the left of the road. B Company
"perimitered" in sn ovael between the'hedgeraws lining the road,
and A Company did the same behind theg. Personnel from C Company
began to Tfilter back into B Company, but were met by Lt. Col.
Metoalfe who gent them back, and went forward himself to check

on the trouble,.

While ¢ Company Commander began to strajghten out the con-
fusion on the right, fire began to build up aloﬁg the left flank
of the column, unaimed and wild, and appearing to originate with
a few Germans rapidly changing positions. The main confusion |
still ssemed to be right and forward. The left flank point,
after a few moments of ducking up and down the opposite side
of the same hedgerow the Germans were using, were brought under
control, They drew in to rorm.a scfeen on ¢ Company's left flank
and returned the harmassing fire.

On the right a man broke away from the thrﬁshing in the under-~
growth and ran along the hedgerow. He was 30 closely pursued that
Sgt. Snith, who was covering him with_the machine-gun, could not
fire. As the man ran he tessed grenades over the hedgerow on the
road. These must have been the tiny, tin-covered concussion gre-
nades, for they exploded with a blue spark and inflicted no casual-
ties as they'burst on the macadam. Two C Company men returned
along the hedgerow in & moment and repeorted they had killed the .
German, This unknown grenadier was the only casualty in the fight,

except, of course, for"the unknown number of dead and wounded the
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Germans carried with them as they withdrew"”,

Within a few momenis ¢ Company Commandsr had his right
' organized and the hostile firing diminished to occcasional
rounds fired to the left and right front. Lt, Col., Metoalfls
gathered his'eampany commanders and asked for recommendations.,
™ese agreed with Captain Floras, the s-3, that to proceed
further was to invite disaster,.for the Germans could tie up
the battalion with a handfui and have 1t exhausted by dawn.
Everyone was awere they were in the area where the 3rd Battalion,
115th Infantry, had been cut up a few hours before, and all
wished to be in a state of readlness to meet any emergency at
daylight,

The commanding officer agreed and sent A Company to re-
o

£

connoit»e the last large open field to the right rear, fronting
an enormocus house, which developed to be not a chateag, but a
Norman farm tenement of numercus two-storied apartments. The
area was outposted,.to inelude an orchard on the edge of the
open zone with the object of denying the Germans close cbssar-
‘vetion at dawn, and the battalion settled down in the house
for the night. A wiring party from the Regiment brought wire
fbrward and provided telephone communication, and Maj. Dallas,
the battalion executive, fought the battle single-handed till
daybresak, recanciling.Regimant with the battalion's inactivity
and plan to capture Couvsains at dawn, (76)

Later & platoon of four tsnks was sent forward over the
now ¢6leared bridge to join the battalion and supplemented the
perimeter about the house.

Just prior to daybreak B Company personnel eaught a German
parﬁtrooper in the house eé%&anging his camoufiage smock for
civilian clothed. It was presumgd that if he had gotten inteo
our corden he ocould have gotten out, and that he must have been

(76) A=-7, "Battalion was directed to hold what they had and
resume attack at daylight.” '
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gaught when the battalion invested the house. His oapture
served to restore the ﬁope that the Germans had not deter-—
mined . the exact loocation or size of the force, When light
revealed the effectiveness of the orehard sersen included

in the battalion's outposts, optimism grew.

CAPTURE OF COUVAINS {See Map O)

4t dawn the battalion moved out in the formation of the
night before with the tanks following the point, They were
spaced along the column into B Company. The battalion commander
was forward with C Company.

¢ Compasny swooped down on the same cutpost it had fought
the night before and scooped up several Germans. The advance
guard continued down the road rapidly, working with great effec-
tiveness, A quick~-dodging point on the road drew sﬁiper fire
from the isolated little farm-houses on the road (loved by all
outposts}, which ware quiekly invested by fiank patrolé. The
point moved on as a tank was whistled up with supporting rifle-~
men, This time-saving, intelligenue-saving manoaurfg'was employed
three times in the quick passage of about three guarters of a
mile. Some Germans undoubtedly got back to Couvains, but from
subsequent developments these could not have earrled any sasccurate
word of the foree down the road. |

The topé of the stone houses és Couvains loomed above the
hedgerows several hundred yards away when ¢ Company ran into a
Tairly sustained rifle fire. The tanks moved forward hetween the
hedgerows arterislizing their.mgveﬁent, and started into the
straightaway leading into the village, with G Company riflemen
behind them, _

They were moving into an ;xcellént'alley, byt poor fire

diseipline saved them. German anti-tank guNNers fired‘too soon
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and inaccurately, and the tanks backed mn‘gggggiigg tﬁe adven—
ture of the Elle bridge. Flat trajectory shells and mortars
began breaking along the rcad, and the battalion commander re=-
quested the tanks to knock the observers out of the upstairs
windows of Couvainas, |

The tanks moved into & narrow lane perpendicular to_the
road and, in hull defilsde, opened up on the windows and housé-
| tops with ceoncrete piercing rounds while C Gampany deployed
righ%\gnd B Company left, sheltering from the hostile bursts
against.the hedgerows and in roadside ditches, The shell and
mortar fire continued, but was poorly adjusted and the frag-
mentation effect dr the shells was poor. A German firing line
began to build up in front 6f the town on the left (East} of
the road. The town extended further North here, and ¢ Company,
moving Southward West of thé road, reache% a.junction where
a road went Northwest to 8%. Clair before commgnded the North-
west apprcoach to the large village.

Meanwhile the battalion train, consisting of two jeeps and
trailers carrying the battalion aid station and ammunition
supply, joingd the téil of the eolumn, With them was a forward
observer from Cannon Company, authorized to employ both guns
the company had managed to get ashore on D Day, (77} and these
were brought to bear on the village. Both battalion 8l mm. mortars
Joined the fight., It 1s possible the enemy mistook the\concen-
tration for registration fire; and wished to avoid the mis-
fortune of the evening previous, They did not distinguish them-
selves by their subsequent econduat.

At this moment the decision to attack wes precipitated by
tha arrival of the regimental-commander{ who dismounted from
the Jeep thﬂf had brought him frog witnessing the ocapture of
5%, Clair by the 24 Battalion.(78) Lt. Col. Metcalfe ordered
(77) 4=7; (78) A-7.
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a two-company attaok on either side of the road, B left and C
right, the companies to proceed parallel through the village
and secure its Southern and Southwestern boundaries, A Company

- was directed to decure the St, Jean and St. Clalr roads leading
Northeast and Northwest from Couvains, | |

Both'assaulting companies moved out 1mmbd1ately. Baker swung
in a wide are into the hedgsd orchards Jﬁst North of the 5%, Jean
road, and cut back onto the flank of the German firing line on
the Northern edge of town. In passage they were fired on by shipers
on the left (presumably the Sf. Jean road outpost), but "bulled
through™, running low agaihst the hedgerows neareet the snipers
'until these were bypassed.
Enemy personnei on the edge of Couvains scattered into the

hogses at the first shot, and as the platoons moved forward
they were engaged with fire, took cover and began beating up
windows with rifle grenades. Vehlcles could be hesrd moving
out to the South and B Company began to organize teams to rush,
and oclear houses. This was not ﬁeeessary, a8 there was a burst
of firing from the right, and the fire from the front ceased
suddenly. ¢ Company had orossed the St. Clair road, followed
hedgerows into a deep drew on the Northwestern edge of the road-
center, and followed the draw into town, nearly capturing the
anti-tank guns, B Compeny immediately mbved forward to joinm ¢,

f;cattering hand-grenades into the houses generously as a pre- |
cautionary measure. A coupls of Germans were killed and a couple
captured, but when B and C depany Commanders met at the Southera
edge of the village the farward riflemen were firing at Germans
scurrying to cover across the fields. ¢ Company Commander shot
at a German who fell at the.feet of B Gompany Commander. This
"dead man®, when revived by a rifleman, proved to be an 1ntell-r
igent, well equipped, neatly dressed soldler in excellsnt phy-

sical condition.
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He gave the impression of being a elerk from a supsrior line-
unit, and was indentified as 3524 Division. This bit of imnfor-
metion gaernered from this man before he shut up helped to fur-
nish the German picture in this operation, although_his vitality
spoiled the‘day for € Cbmpany Commander. |

¢ Company Commander stated he was geing %o organize be twean
the St, Jean road the La Calvaire rosd. B Company moved &round
the edge of Couvains to secure the area between the La Calvaire
road and a minor macedsm road asngling Southwest through the hedge-
rows and copses, & bitter b&ttleground within a week, %0 the 8t.
Lo=-St, Clalir road.

The company immedimtely came under intense mortar firs, but
sheltered in ditches along the hedgerows with only one aasualt#.
B Company Commender sent Lt. Taylor back through Couvains to find
qu;in Flora, the 8-3, and find out what disposition the battalion
comnander wished to make, This officer was no sooner gone than
the Germans unioaded on Couvains.(79) The village was already
eleared, and the only casualiy was Lt. Taylor, who managed to
crawl out of the bolling town apd find the aid station-CP North
of town. | .

Declding Lt. Taylor was deed, B Compaﬁy Commander took ad-
"vantage of a lull in the mortar fire to redispose the company »
more faVorably, This was accomplished by passing directions as
to exact positions among the men prior to a coneerfed move which
was made at the double, including the evacuation of the wounded
man. The movement brought down the mortar barrage again, but the
men squirmed to covered positions along the reverse side of hedge-~
rows and no one was hit. | _

(79) A;?; "The Krauts unloaded plenty. They tracked Howie and me

down the road, both on foot. Only damage done; one chunk of
shrapnel through my jacket®.
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B Company Commander left the company under cover with L%,
Varadian, and went with his messenger %o find Lt. Col. Metealfe
or Captain Flora. Skirting the town, which was intensely bom-
barded with bilg stuff for more than en hour, he found the bat-
talion CP, where Lt, Taylor was reeliving plasma and wherenthe
wonnded 8oldier was shortly brought in, Couvains had cost B
Company only two wounded, but it was\hard‘to lose 1Lt. Taylor,
which left exzaetly one rifle platoon leader in the battalion
who had crdssad the beach with the outfit.

Lt, Col., Metcalfe directed a perimeter, with C and A gom-
panies to holé what they had, B Company was to pull in and tie
. with C Company on the edge of town and with 4 Company on the
St. Clair road. |

B.Gompany Commander returned to the company, which was
having a rest from the mortar fire, and moved it behind the
hedgerows back into its aséigned area, Whlle these dispositions
were being made B Company resovered several wounded 3rd Battalion,

il5th Infantry, persomnel, left on the field_the day before,

in a dessrted enemy ald station.
| " The Germans continue to harasas the whole area with mortar,
howitzer'and flat fire. Withlin the hour & great deal of flat
trajeoctory 88 mm., fire was landing about the roadcenter. Enemy
patrols small, but aggressive, began probing around the battalion
and three Germans wers killed in A Company area.

The Battalion Commander directed Lt. Varadian to take a patrol
to the Southwest, the apparent growing senter of German strength,
and his patrol was fired on by sutomatic weapons when it resched
a point just beyond the limit of B Company's initial sadvance.

Later in the afternoon the 3rd Battalion of the 115%th, now
attaoched to the-lleth and once again across the river, was dis-

posed between the 24 Battalion's positions around St. Clair end
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and the lst Battalion's at Couvains, facing Southwest along the
St. Clair-Couvains road, Though shaky, ihis baptalion did its

job and theré was no more Infiltration on the lst Battelion's
right flenk., Later the 3rd Battalion, 116th, moved through
Couvains and outposted immediately facing the Germansa to the
Scuthweat, Some time 1ater the 115th took over St. Clair and itas
own 3rd Battalion, The 24 Battalion: 116th, was moved due South

to outpost along the Le Calvaire road. Liason was established with
the 24 American Divi#ion via the 3t, Jean de Savigny road.(80)

The Couvains salieat was established.

It 18 little more than three miles from the edg& of Couvaina
to the outskirts of St. Lo, It is the same distanes from the
positions North of the Elle to Couvainas, The 1l6th Infantry,
attacking the eWwening of 12 June, capiured Couvains hérore noon
of 13 Juns., St, Lo was %0 fall on i8 July.

Two attacks pronged from Couvains within the week, both.mede
by the 1lst Battalion. One, through the 3rd Battslion lines, paid
heavily in casualties for lodgement on the St. Lo-8%, Clair road.
The 3rd Battalion took over these positions, del;vering them in
turn to the 115th, who had hardly advanced them armenth. .later
when the 29th's Task Force C, organized near Couvains, slipped
down the Southwest road, through these positions and into the ocity
against "sniper opposition".(8l} The second attack was due South
from Couvains from the 24 Battglion'a lines. A surprise assault
at high noon and é vieious fight with German paratroopers, leeving
most of them dead, won thus a position commanding the forward slope
of Hill 198 from the ﬁast.(sa) Nearly four weeks later the 116th
drove South to out out the Bayeux road and isolete Hill 192, whieh
fell to the 24 Division the next day. The 116th then swung West to
lodge itself in the auburb; of St, Lo, whioch was evacuated when da}s
of eountar-attadk failed and a =upply route was re-established by
the 116th itself through encireling enemy. (83)

(80) A-7; (81,88) A-6, pp.107-117; (82) Personal Knowledge.
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éEALYSIS AND GEITIQISMB
- Attaok of the 115th: This attack, initiated on sound,

orthodox lines, with ample artillery support properly distriduted
among‘tha forward elements, and utilizing well-trained troops,
rapidly degenerated into an exzgmple of the wrong way to do
everything. The fallure seems chiefly oharacterized by poor
co-ordination, poor control and poor judgement.

After the lst Battalion's failure to cross in the initial
effort at Le Menil there was no immediate attempt to flank and
envelop this redoubt and no attempt to neutralize 1t for an
assault by massing artillery. However, let us grant this failure
as legitimate. |

The 3rd Battalion, after the firat‘railuro, found. a weak
spot and sueceédad in orossing she river. This aucdess, isolated,
unsupported and undirecbed, was allowed to continue its hedgerow
Little Big Horn while the 1st continued $¢ ram its head against
8 stone wall. |

' While the reserve remained unsommitted, the success was out
off and disintegrated while the stalemated lst Battalion employed
tanks in a frontal attack soross & fire-covered defile, A ohild
would have sited anti-tank guns to cover this bridge. A grown man
might have anticipated such # disposition in a defenfe‘that had
shown 1tself well equipped and strong. Granting that infantrymen
could not advence with success against the effective fire of mamsed
machine~guns, mortars aﬁd light howitzers supported with artillery,
and that no shoeck foree can advense nith succesas against weapons
capable of immadiatelk neutralizing 1t, there seems to have beesn
no effort to find another way to reduee Le Menil. An ample artillery
suppory§ was thrown around prorligatelr, its st¥rength dispersed

i ,
in vneokprdinated efforts throughout the day.
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Throughout the day the reserve was not employed. If the
replacements cancelled the 24 Battalion as & fighting force,
they should not have been permitted to join in, However, this
cannot be acoepted as a 1sg1timaté excuse during a peariod of |
suoh dire necessity. Hof c¢an the destrucitive engagement of the
night 10-11 June excuse the failure to commit this battalion.
Under new regimental ocommand the $ra Battelion, 115th, wes
fighting effectively on 13 June in épits of what happened to
it on the 12th, lLikewise, four battalions of the 16th and 116th
Infantries had left their best blood on Omahe Beaoh and con-
tinued fighting without a break. The lst Battalion, 116%h, hsad
fought last at Gefosse Fontenay, failed miserably, crossed the
Luré with its 20% strength and breschsd the Elle and eaptured
Couvains, There is no'exeusa for the failure to commit sffectively
the 24 Battalion, 115th, ;nf’”Fﬁ

To sum up, the lat Battalionqshowad no initiativo and poor
judgement (Battalion's fault) and committed tanks to be wasted
in a futile effort (Battalion's and Begiment's fault), and ndver
properly used supporting artillery (Batialion's and Regiment's
fauls), . er | _

The 3rd Battalionacrossed s tank barrier and proceeded blindly
(Regiment's fault) without proper support, frfailing to seoure &
tank crossing (Regiment's Fault) and destrgy the foree. opposing
the rigyt flank (Begiment'a fault). It disintegrated under aitack,
showing poor ocontrol (Battalion'a'faﬁlt), and retreated pieoemsﬁl
with no one seeming to know exaoctly what was happening (Battalion's
énd Regiment's faguls).

2 Q5 IRV
The reserveiremained uncommitted (Regiment's feult).
I% 1s unfortunate that military medioerity, in the eircumstences

of preparing to fight and against light opposition, can offer an
adequate job, meking its existence tolerable until the moment of
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the oritical test. Supsrior commanders should impose the most
rigid tests to discover the leaders who embody those qualities
.thét have ensured the survival of the human rsaoe, adaptability,
moral force and the‘ability to achieve concerted action.

The German defense: Initially there 1s little to criticize
in this eoconomical and effectiva defense of a river fordable by
foot-troops and constituting a tank barrier. The bridge-crossings
were fortresses, wiih reserves waiting to strike any successful
crossing betwesen them,

The defens& seoms to have relaiad,_however, and been caught
off balance by the twilight effort of the 116th. In view of the
mass superiority of the surprise American artillery an@ the speed
of the fcllow up, the lodgement aersss the river may be excussd,

Poor judgement was shown in leaving Couvains unscovered and

throwing the reserve at 8%, Clair, already & desd pigeon. We may
excuse the ocommander for attempting to recspture St., Clair, but
we cannot excuse him for the failure to resolutely patrol toward
Le Menil, after his autpésts reported movement on this road, to
. determine the exaot threat here. A good dawn patrel would have
- discovered a battalion with tanks, and thq'reserva could havs
saved Couvalns, probably for days, by being reezlled down the
road from St. Clair,

It may have been necessary to employ non-uomhat-personnel
in garrisoning Couvains, but some one should have been placed
in command capable of organizing and carrying ocut a resolute defenfs,
and espable of properly employing the artillsry and hesvy mortars

massed South of the road-center. The defense of Gogvains was not
good snough, Attacking troops wers allowad to walk into town up |
8 draw, Other attacking troops could have been mowed down by the

SP gqn# after they masked their own tanks. The artillery and
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moftars that naae any further explolsation impossible could

have denied the approabhea. Granting that second-pate troops
will break and run from the muzzles of assaulting rifles, irf

the forees in Couvains had been proyerlj disposed and supporting
fire properly used the ¢arks and cboks there could have been
saved the emotional shoek of meeting assault troops muzzle to
muzzle.,

Onee.the reserve was pulled in from St. Clair it wasted time
pabrolling before it struck., Then it was too late. The ssizure
was organized snd reinforeced. The night of 13 June the hedgéa
beyond Couvains were full of fallsaharmjaguari, panzergrenadiers,
tanks, machine-guns and mortars. There seems to be no exouse for
the failure of the reserve to strike at Céuvains as soon as it was
in position. LXXXIVth Corps must have known 1t had those %roops
to commit here, I hate to think how easily Couvains could have
been récaptﬁred, since Division had taken our artillery, and our
tanks had evaporated, and the artillery and mortar fire had pre-~
vented any immediate break-down of reserve ammunition.

The atteek of the liéth: I consider this attack a miniature

masterpiece in penetration, double development and exploitation,
which won 8 success of more than miniature significance.

Committed on the spur of the moment with little time to work
prior to darkness, the regimental commander made his estimate
and deeision, launched his attack and conirolled and §o~ord1nated
it perfectly, and organized his_gains to..stick,

With insuffieient time to develop an envelopment at Le Maenil,
he took mnxiﬁnm advantage of the ¢apabilities of his support,
massing the flexible artillsry and following i% up with a beauti-
fully timed sssault. Though the prepared assault failed tq

materialize, he was on hand to rectify this fallure immediately
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and force the assault through. The immediste follow up displays
masterful ocontrol and eo-brdiuation. The resultant suocess and
organization of this sﬁgcess seems to me to leave little 10 be
desired, His advance battalions were reimforeéd with %anks, and
he himself was on hand to foree his dave;Oping attack to its
logleal conclusion. |

Wiring parties were seeking out battalions in the middle of
a hostile night, supporting‘attachmsnta were coming forward to
join them, and he himself was on hand at the moment ?f critiecal
action to develop his plan to fit the changing eiroumstances of
the battlefield. )

On 12 June, 1944, at the Elle River were the examples of the
right way and the wrong way to attéck with a regiment.

Later in the 504th Parachute Infentry I sew this maneouvre
repeated numerous times, the initial penetration elther passing
through positions c¢onaidered impenatrabla or over ground considered
impassable, and the whole regiment pouring through the gap in
single file to fan out and develop the attack.

Speed. Moblility. Surprise, Co-ordination. Critical mass
superiority at the critieal péint. Flexibilty to develop. The
annihilation of the enemy. The troops who defendéd 8t. Lo were
not the same men who defended the lower Elle River, with the‘&&
exception of the mobile Teserve and most of the clerieal gerrison

of Couvains,. The iaat, with a few light footed exceptions, were

dead or prisoners,

LESSONS
The attack must be flezihle, ¢o~ordinated and controlled.
Sucocess may be 1salatea and destroyed if it is unsupported.

. P— i L RERL W@mwmm&mmﬁwwwm
A psrtial sueeess should be directed toward the completion

of the whole suscesss,
"An attack scross a barrier is not successful until a crossing

has been secured making asveilable all types of supporting
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equipment,’
Shook action in a limited zbne against resolutely employed
fire capable of neutralizing it will fail,

All available reaouroces mnst be exhausted before failure
- mmmm Wm&:

is adﬁitted.

The mgmsntum of the attack m%g_biﬁq;;gum;

P

gmwy the eoumitment
) RSB et e,

e s
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of fresh troOps.

High tr&jeetury en the ablility fn mass with instruments
enables artillery to bring a surpriss oconcehtration against an
alerted.enamy._

Critical mass superiority may be attained at a single point by
the attacker against an oversall superior enemy to foree & pene~
tration.

Mass superiority is not always measured in numbers of men,
but mey be sttained in units of fire.

St NI
shoek aetion.

Fire aupariority isAnot sueoessful until 1t is exploited with

*7“*“%%“ e "*ﬂ*’hmm

Successfulﬁéhock setion with inferior numbsrs may be attained
with fire superiority. |
Speed and surprise are gquallties of suecessful shock action.

Tha bayonet is not yet obsalete,

The position'of‘thé.ﬁéﬁnkﬁdéf is whare he can best direot
‘the sttack during the changing of circumstances of battle, exercise
oontrol and stimulate subordinate leaders and troops.
The penetration must be developed 1o ensure its permenent
success,
. Speed in developing a penetration 18 esaential.
An assault ecompleted at nightfall leaves the enemy taking

. ERIPTRLET PV by ot nen ko o i) r#rwmvm"&ﬁwwwmwmmum ST AR R R i F
countermeasures in the eonruslon of darkness.
- oy L M P e i oo B RIS R G

A AN T R

The night follbwing N,“ggggggqu.ﬁ,wﬂ o el

PR I sl

exploitatignp
ul use of terrain reduces incidental casualties to 8

minimum,
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4 night attack against rssistanee'requires'definite objeetives
and some knowledge of the enemy diapcsitions for the best chanoe
of suoccess,

4 meeting engagement in the darkness is prone to develop into
a standing fire-fight.

Armor will add momentum %o the exploitation.

ol ST N NS i T R TR
Armor, when its shoek action 1is neutralized; may provide a

base of fire for attacking - foot troops.

4in apparently stroﬁg defenae may crumble at the touch. Delay
is unjustified.without a testing attack,

Terrain considered to favor the attaeker may enable the

R o o
attacker to gain spectaoular suecess.

pai sl s T PO ; TG 2T E B T e,

The sucecesses of an ettack must be qniekly organized and made
eapahls of defenoe to endure.

Overall: The attack should be bold, flexible, co-ordinated
and designéd to exploit surprise with speed, utilizing supperting
arms to the limit of thelr capabilities to ensure sucoassful shock
aotion which may be developed to take aﬂv&ptagn of: cwery E
natural . and artifiecial circumstance in attaining vital objectives
and the destruction of the énemy, pbepared at all tines_te defend
what it has taken.

The Defenge:

No defense e¢zan g. permanently halt an adequately étrong,
determined, intelligent enemy aquippeﬁ with neutralizing weapons.

When é defense iz no longer effestive in its mission and is
rthreatened with destruetion, it should evacuate immediately te
Tight another ﬂay;

Counter—-attack should be held until the main threat develops
ol WWMﬂWWW

and thegﬁlaunehed “ith°ﬁﬁw33&ﬁxam

“Every means should be used to determine the main thrust during

a break-through.
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The impropar%EMggggg;ggﬁmﬂgzsnaa_iamngmggggpsg against

a determined enemy.
P T T T
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